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With Microsoft's Visual Basic 6 release, VB has come of age as an enterprise component

development platform. If you're an experienced VB programmer, this book is all you need to

leverage VB's new capabilities in business-critical multi-tier and Web application development.

Leading consultant Jim Maloney covers all you need to know about VB objects, COM, DCOM,

networking, MTS, deployment, troubleshooting, and beyond. First, understand multi-tier application

architectures from the VB programmer's point of view. Next, learn how to build VB6 enterprise

applications utilizing COM objects, ADO, class objects, and ActiveX controls. Leverage Automation

in other applications, and add Automation interfaces to your own applications. Make the most of

Microsoft Transaction Server (MTS). Embed Internet transfer and Web browser capabilities in your

applications; use ActiveX documents for easy, fast intranet development; and learn distributed

application debugging and maintenance techniques that really work.
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A quick look at the Table of Contents of this book will show you that this book spends lots of time

discussing things other than DCOM. If you take out the chapters on Windows Interfaces, ADO,

WinSock, the Mom & Pop video store DOM (if you read the book you'll know what I'm talking about),

creating ActiveX controls, ASP, IIS applications, ActiveX documents, and the chapter on Microsoft



FTP & Web Browser controls there isn't all that much in this book. Obviously, you can skip these

chapters but just be aware there is lots of padding in this book to try to make it 680 pages. It's not so

much that these chapters exist, but that the chapters on DCOM are all pretty much introductory and

never really attack the difficult issues. This book would be better if it dealt more in depth with design

issues of creating object models that can best exploit the benefits of a COM/DCOM

architecture.Obviously, I felt somewhat cheated by this book because now I feel like I need to go

buy another book to learn the tough stuff. On the positive side, this book is easy to read and has

clear code examples that make it easy to learn THE BASICS of whatever topic the author is

teaching. The best/most helpful chapters in this book were on "Creating ActiveX Controls" and

"Implementing an Object Model". Notice, that second chapter is only about "implementing" not

designing.If you know a moderate amount about COM & MTS and aren't interested in the fluff

chapters, this book can be summarized in a sentence, "DCOM is just COM, distributed." Instead of

using the following line of code: set myObject = CreateObject("SomeComponent.SomeClass") you

use: set myObject = CreateObject("SomeComponent.
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